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ITALIAN  OUTPUT  OF  TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS  UP 

Output  of  tobacco  products  by  the  Italian  Tobacco  Monopoly  during  the 
first    9    months  of  1961  totaled  yh.k  million  pounds,  compared  with  93*6 
million  for  the  same  period  in  i960. 

Cigarette  output,  at  83.6  million  pounds,  was  1.7  percent  greater 
than  the  January -September  i960  level  of  82.1  million.     Output  of  cigars 
and  cigarillos  was  also  larger,  while  the  production  of  cut  tobacco  and 
snuff  was  smaller  than  for  the  first  9  months  of  i960. 

GUATEMALA'S  CIGARETTE 
OUTPUT  DOWN  A  LITTLE 

Cigarette  output  in  Guatemala  during  the  first  half  of  1961  to- 
taled 89O  million  pieces,  or  slightly  below  the  902  million  produced  in 
January-June  i960.    However,  the  average  monthly  output  was  still  k.6 
percent  greater  than  for  the  1955-59  period. 

NEW  ZEALAND  EXPECTS  RECORD 
FLUE -CURED  HARVEST 

Recent  extimates  place  the  1962  tobacco  harvest  in  New  Zealand  at 
7.6  million  pounds--a  new  record. 

About  97  percent  of  the  crop  is  flue -cured  with  most  of  the  re- 
mainder burley.  Planted  acreage  continued  upward  in  1962  and  is  ten- 
tatively forecast  at  ^-,600  acres,  compared  with  ^-,151  last  season.  Also, 
manufactures  have  voluntarily  undertaken  to  contract  for  an  additional 
375  acres  annually  during  the  1962-63  and  1963-6^  seasons. 

The  basic  average  price  of  leaf  tobacco  received  by  growers  for  the 
1961  crop  was  the  same  as  for  the  pervious  crop.    The  basic  average  price 
fixed  by  the  Price  Tribunal  was  equivalent  to  69  U.  S.  cents  per  pound 
for  flue -cured  and  55  cents  for  air-cured.    The  minimum  sale  price,  was 
increased  to  the  equivalent  of  28  cents  per  pound,     compared  with  21 
cents  previously. 

NORWAY'S  CIGARETTE 
SALES  DOWN 

Cigarette  sales  in  Norway  during  the  first  half  of  I96I,  at  720 
million  pieces,  were  9*5  percent    smaller  than  the  787  million  sold  dur- 
ing January- June  i960. 

Cigar  sales  totaled  13  million  pieces,  and  were  considerably  lar- 
ger than  the  8.0  and  8.3  million  sold  during  the  comparable  period  of 
i960  and  1959>  respectively.    Combined  sales  of  smoking  tobacco,  chewing 
tobacco  and  snuff  amounted  to  h.k-9  million  pounds,  compared  with  k.k6 
million  during  the  first  6  months  of  i960. 
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U.  S.  FLUE -CURED  EXPORTS 
DOM  SLIGHTLY 


U.  S.  exports  of  flue -cured  tobacco  totaled  about  U03  million  pounds 
(export  weight)  in  I96I,  compared  with  U09  million  in  i960.    The  export  val- 
uation in  I96I  was  $320  million—a  little  larger  than  in  i960. 

Gains  were  recorded  for  a  number  of  important  markets  last  year- -in- 
cluding West  Germany,  Japan,  Thailand,  and  Denmark.    West  Germany  purchased  6k 
million  pounds,  compared  with  53  million  in  1960j  Japan  took  2k. k  million,  up 
3^-  percent  from  the  18.2  million  purchased  in  1960;  Thailand  took  13.2  mil- 
lion against  only  k.k  million  the  previous  year.     Ireland,  Sweden,  Finland, 
and  Italy  all  bought  more  flue -cured  than  in  i960.    But  these  increases  were 
more  than  offset  by  drops  in  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands, 
Australia,  Portugal,  and  Egypt. 

The  six  Common  Market  countries  purchased  101  million  pounds  of  flue- 
cured  in  I96I,  compared  with  100  million  in  i960. 

TOBACCO,  FLUE-CURED:  U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination,  i960  and  I96I 
 (Export  weight)  

Destination  :  i960  :        1961  l/  :  Pe^ent  chanSe 

:  :  -7  :  1961  from  i960 


1,000  1,000 

pounds  pounds  Percent 


United  Kingdom  :  170,665  1^6,351  -lk.2 

Germany,  West  :  53,230  61+, 01 5  +20.3 

Japan  :  18,173  2^32  +3k.k 

Netherlands  :  27,666  1^,833  -kG.k 

Belgium    :  1^,675  1^,272  -2.7 

Ireland  :  12,871  13, +55  +^.5 

Thailand  :  ^,395  13, 196  +200.3 

Denmark  :  9,83^  12,010  +22.1 

Australia  :  17,979  11,538  -35-8 

Sweden  :  10,233  10,809  +5-6 

Finland  :  Z,kSk  6,79^  +96. 1 

Italy  :  3,10^  6,666  +l±k.Q 

New  Zealand  :  k,600  5,72^  +2^ 

Norway  :  5,^65  502  -I7.6 

Portugal  :  5,638  2,387  -57-7 

Egypt  :  10,396  1,312 

Other  :  36,327                  50,35+  +38.6 


Total  :         +08,715  +02,650  -1.5 


l/  Preliminary. 
Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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COLOMBIA  EXPECTS  LARGER 
1962  TOBACCO  HARVEST 

Colombia's  1962  tobacco  harvest  is  tentatively  placed  at  68.2  million 
pounds--or  about  11  percent  greater  than  the  1961  harvest  of  61.3  million. 
The  increase  is  attributed  to  larger  plantings  in  the  Departments  of 
Magdalena,  Bolivar,  and  Cordoba  and  favorable  growing  conditions. 

Production  of  cigar  leaf  is  forecast  at  11  million  pounds ,  compared 
with  10. k  million  last  year.    The  harvest  of  dark  air-cured  types,  exclu- 
sive of  cigar  types,  is  expected  to  be  11.5  percent  greater  than  the  1961 
harvest  of  h^.k  million  pounds.    Production  of  light  cigarette  types, 
Virginia  and  burley,  is  forecast  at  2  million  pounds,  compared  with  1.5 
million  last  season.    The  production  of  most  of  the  latter  types  is  re- 
portedly for  export.    Currently,  the  Tobacco  Institute  is  sending  samples 
of  burley  to  various  countries  for  testing  market  potentialities. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  GOVERNMENT  AIDS 
ADJUSTMENT  OF  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 

The  Natal  sugar  industry  was  confronted  with  a  serious  loss  of  sugar 
export  earnings  when  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  left  the  Commonwealth. 
Although  South  Africa's  participation  in  the  Commonwealth  Sugar  Agreement 
has  been  partially  replaced  through  a  bilateral  agreement  for  a  similar 
tonnage,  the  price  was  lowered  enough  to  represent  an  annual  loss  of  some 
2.h  million  Rands  (about  ^.k  million  dollars). 

In  compensation  to  the  industry  for  this  loss,  the  Government  of  the 
Republic  beginning  February  5  has  permitted  an  increase  in  the  domestic 
price  of  sugar.    The  price  (in  U.S.  equivalents)  of  white  sugar  at  the 
mills  has  been  raised  about  $9.80  per  short  ton  to  a  new  level  of  $115-26 
per  ton  and  brown  sugar  has  been  raised  $8.80  per  ton  to  $106.86  per  ton. 
In  each  case,  the  trade  receives  an  extra  $l.Uo  per  ton.    The  retail  price 
of  sugar  at  the  coast  will  now  be  7  cents  per  pound  for  white  sugar  and 
about  6.6  cents  per  pound  for  brown. 

The  price  increase  also  will  compensate  the  industry  for  making 
sugar  available  to  the  domestic  fruit -canning  industry  at  world  prices, 
to  help  that  industry  compete  in  export  markets. 

MEXICAN  WINTER  VEGETABLE 
SHIPMENTS 

The  following  winter  vegetables  from  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico 
crossed  the  border  at  Nogales,  Arizona  during  the  period  January  l6  to 
January  31,  19°2  (in  thousands  of  pounds  with  previous  year's  shipments 
in  parentheses):  sweet  corn  2h  (0);  cucumber  1,06^  (899);  eggplant  111 
(265);  peas  57U  (1,056);  peppers  1,998  (2,128);  squash  121  (110);  string 
beans  361  (0);  tomatoes  l8,88U  (1^,^19). 
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1961  ITALIAN  ALMOND 
HARVEST  NEAR  RECORD 

Italy's  I96I  almond  harvest  is  the  largest  since  1929- 

This  season's  crop  is  now  estimated  at  60,000  short  tons,  shelled- - 
down  5,000  tons  from  earlier  reports,  but  exceeding  the  exceptionally  large 
1957  and  1959  crops  of  53,000  and  52,000  tons,  respectively.    Average  195^- 
58  production  was  27,200  tons. 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED  BASIS:     Italy,  supply  and  distribution 
marketing  season  1959-61  


Item 

1959  ; 

:  Forecast 
:  1961 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

6,000 
52,000 

16,000 
1^,000 

1,000 
60,000 

58,000 

30,000 

61,000 

31,900 

22,700 

38,000 

10,100 

16,000 

6,300 
1,000 

8,000 
15,000 

58,000 

30,000 

61,000 

Production  in  Puglia  including  the  Abruzzi  and  Marche  regions  accounts 
for  38,000  tons  of  this  season's  harvest,  while  Sicily,  inclusive  of  the 
Sardinian  crop,  accounts  for  the  remaining  22,000  tons. 

Almond  trees  are  reported  to  have  already  blossomed  in  the  provinces 
of  Agrigento,  Enna  and  Siracusa  in  Sicily.    The  danger  of  frost  in  these 
areas  exists  at  least  until  the  last  of  March.    Cold  weather  has  prevented 
blossoming  in  the  Puglia  region. 

Italian  almond  exports  during  the  first  k  months  (September-December) 
of  the  1961-62  marketing  season  were  estimated  at  28,500  short  tons,  shelled 
basis.    Total  I96I-62  exports  are  expected  to  reach  38,000  tons.  During 
the  1960-61  season,  exports  totaled  about  22,700  short  tons. 

The  early  November  1961,  f.o.b.  Bari  almond  prices  were  still  being 
quoted  at  38  cents  per  pound--just  about  their  opening  level.  However, 
since  that  time,  prices  have  gradually  increased  and  in  mid-February  were 
being  quoted  at  ^7  cents  per  pound. 
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1961  SPANISH  ALMOND  ESTIMATE 
REDUCED  SLIGHTLY 

The  I96I  Spanish  almond  harvest  is  now  estimated  at  40,000  short 
tons,  down  2,000  tons  from  earlier  forecast. 

Despite  this  reduction,  the  1961  harvest  represents  the  largest 
commercial  crop  on  record  in  Spain.     Lower-than-anticipated  yields  in 
the  Alicante  and  Murcia  areas  are  responsible  for  the  smaller  harvest. 
The  i960  almond  crop  estimate  has  been  raised  to  33,000  tons,  up  3,000 
tons  from  previous  reports. 


ALMONDS:  Spain,  supply  and  distribution, 
 annual  1959 -6l  


Item 

;    1959  ; 

;  i960 

:  Forecast 
:  I96I 

:  Short 
:  tons 

short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

 :  10,000 

 :  32,000 

8,000 
33,000 

6,500 

4o,ooo 

 :  42,000 

41,000 

46,500 

 :  27,200 

6,800 
 :  8,000 

26,700 
7,800 
6,500 

29,000 
8,000 

9;  500 

Total  distribution  

 .:  42,000 

4-1,000 

46,500 

The  almond  trees  are  beginning  to  bloom  in  the  lower  coastal  areas 
and  all  areas  had  ample  moisture.    Thus  far,  there  has  been  no  frost 
damage,  but  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  months  are  the  real  danger 
periods . 

Spanish  almond  exports  during  the  first  4  months  (September- 
December)  of  the  I96I-62  season  totaled  11,420  tons,  shelled  basis --a 
decline  of  about  25  percent  from  the  15,5^6  tons,  shelled  basis,  ex- 
pected during  the  same  period  of  the  I96O-6I  season.    The  United 
Kingdom,  France,  and  West  Germany  are  the  leading  markets  during  the 
current,  season. 

Spanish  almond  exports  in  the  I96O-61  season  amounted  to  26,632 
short  tons,  shelled  basis  (25,9^-3  tons,  shelled  and  2,757  tons  unshel- 
led) ,  a  small  decline  from  1959-60  exports  of  27,225  tons,  shelled  basis 
(26,751  tons  shelled  and  1,899  tons  unshelled) .    As  in  previous  seasons, 
the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  West  Germany  were  the  leading  coutlets 
for  Spanish  almonds  during  I96O-6I.     Sweden,  Switzerland,  Norway,  and 
the  United  States  were  other  important  markets. 

Spanish  almond  prices  have  increased  to  last  year's  favorable 
levels,  after  opening  below  them.    Prices  have  remained  firm  during  re- 
cent weeks.     In  mid-February,  unselected  Valencia  almonds  were  being 
quoted  at  49.4  cents  per  pound,  c.&f .  U.  K.  ports 


8 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  Qk,  No.  9 


1961  IRANIAN  ALMOND  HARVEST 
ABOVE  AVERAGE 

Iran's  1961  almond  harvest  is  now  estimated  at  9,000  short  tons, 
shelled  basis . 

This  is  2,500  tons  higher  than  estimated  in  September  1961,  as  fa- 
vorable weather  resulted  in  larger  yields  than  earlier  anticipated.  The 
i960  crop  estimate  has  been  raised  to  l+,000  tons.  Average  I95U-58  pro- 
duction was  7,800  tons. 

Iranian  almond  exports  during  the  1961-62  season  may  total  5,000  tons, 
shelled  basis.    Exports  from  the  small  i960  crop  amounted  to  2,300  tons. 

CANADIAN  PRAIRIE  GRAIN  FARMERS  GET 
ADDITIONAL  GOVERNMENT  PAYMENTS 

This  year  farmers  of  the  Canadian  Prairie  Provinces  will  receive  ad- 
ditional government  payments  based  on  $1.00  (U.S.  95-3  cents)  per  acre  of 
cultivated  land.    This  payment,  in  addition  to  other  aids,  is  being  made 
because  of  the  small  1961  grain  crops. 

Payments  are  subject  to  a  maximum  of  $200  (U.S.  $190. 60)  per  indi- 
vidual farmer.    However,  they  will  be  received  by  all  Prairie  farmers, 
those  who  had  good  crops,  as  well  as  those  who  had  poor  grain  harvests  in 
1961. 


GRAIN:     Canadian  production,  1961,  i960  and  average  I95O-5I+ 


Year 

Wheat 

Rye  ; 

Barley 

Oats 

■-  Thousand 

bushels 

1961  

i960  

 : 26l, 679 

 :  1+89,621-!- 

 : 537,632 

6,229 
10,125 
19,260 

123,167 
207,036 
228, ^00 

333,907 
^56,13^ 

FRANCE  PROMOTES  BEANS, 
PEAS,  LENTILS 


The  French  Federation  of  Pulses,  observing  February  7-21  as  National 
Pulse  Promotion  Days,  displayed  a  wide  variety  of  dry,  beans,  peas,  and 
lentils  throughout  France  at  the  retail  level. 

National  Pulse  Promotion  Days  in  France  have  been  publicized  through 
the  press  and  radio,  and  Federation  pulse  recipes  have  appeared  in  French 
magazines.    Pulse  salads,  and  pulse  and  meat  dishes  were  served  recently 
and  pulse  recipes  distributed  at  a  Press  reception  held  by  the  Federation. 


February  26,  1962  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  9 

CHILE  INCREASES 
WHEAT  SUPPORT  PRICES 

Chile's  government -fixed  producer  soft  wheat  prices  for  calendar  year 
1962  average  8,3^+0  pesos  per  quintal  ($1.58  per  bushel)  which  is  a  little 
over  7  percent  above  the  I961  average  of  7; 783 -3  pesos  per  quintal  ($l.+7 
per  bushel) .    The  increase  reflects  increases  in  costs  of  producing  wheat 
in  that  country. 


SOFT  WHEAT:     Chile,  producer  support  prices,  1961  and  I962 


140  xizn 

\  U.S.  dollars  per  bushel 

I96I 

:  1962 

!  1961 

':  1962 

January  

.  7,570 

8,000 

1.^3 

1.51 

February.  

7,570 

8,080 

1.^3 

1.53 

March  

7,570 

8,160 

iM 

1.3k 

April  

.  7,570 

8,2^0 

iM 

I.56 

May  

:  l,6ko 

8,320 

1.1+1+ 

1.57 

June  

7,770 

8,14-00 

1.  i+7 

1.59 

July  

7,800 

8,1+80 

l.kQ 

1.60 

August  

7,870 

8,1+80 

1.1+9 

1.60 

September  

7,950 

8,^80 

1.50 

1.60 

October  

8,030 

Q,kQo 

1.52 

1.60 

November  : 

8,030 

B,kQ0 

1.52 

1.60 

December  : 

8,030 

Q,k8o 

1.52 

1.60 

These  prices  are  for  so-called  standard  quality  wheat:,  in  bulk,  f.o.b. 
the  Alameda  railroad  station  in  the  capital  city  of  Santiago,  and  include 
the  1  percent  sales  tax.    The  corresponding  prices  at  each  other  location 
in  Chile  are  determined  by  deducting  from  the  respective  Santiago  prices  50 
percent  of  the  freight  charge  for  transporting  the  wheat  from  the  points 
where  it  originated  to  Santiago. 

Empresa  de  Comercio  Agricola  (E.C.A. )  a  Chilean  semi -governmental  agency, 
-  each  year  purchases  a  portion  of  the  domestic  soft  wheat  crop  from  the  farm- 
ers at  the  appropriate  support  prices.     It  has  been  provided  with  government 
funds  sufficient  to  permit  it  to  buy  about  7*3  million  bushels  of  the  Chilean 
soft  wheat  crop,  estimated  at  1+2.2  million  bushels,  now  being  harvested.  The 
corresponding  I96O-6I  quantities  were  6.6  million  and  1+1 . 3  million  bushels. 

The  farmers  sell  the  rest  of  their  commercial  supplies  of  wheat  to 
private  buyers  at  regular  market  prices.    The  purchases  by  E.C.A. ,  however, 
tend  to  hold  the  regular  market  prices  close  to  the  support  levels.  The 
government  does  not  support  the  prices  of  hard  wheat  or  any  other  kinds  of 
grains . 
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NEW  CHILEAN  DAIRY  PLANT 
PEQUEST  U.  S.  BIDS 

The  Chilean  Ministry  of  Economy  recently  granted  a  Santiago  firm  auth- 
orization to  build  a  new  recombining  dairy  plant.    The  opening  of  this  plant 
is  scheduled  for  May  1962.    Most  of  the  equipment  will  be  imported  from 
European  suppliers  while  the  anhydrous  milk  fat  and  nonfat  dry  milk  needed 
for  the  operation  will  be  procured  from  both  domestic  and  foreign  sources. 

Officials  of  the  firm  have  indicated  that  bids  on  nonfat  dry  milk  and 
anhydrous  milk  fat  will  be  received  until  March  15,  1962.      Bids  for  spray 
process  nonfat  dry  milk  should  be  on  the  basis  of  3>000  metric  tons  (6.6  mil- 
lion pounds)  in  100  pounds  multi-walled  paper  bags  with  polyethylene  liners. 
Delivery  of  the  nonfat  is  to  be  860  metric  tons  in  April  1962;  1,070  metric 
tons  in  July  1962;  2^0  metric  tons  in  September  1962;  and  69O  metric  tons  in 
January  1963-    Bids  on  anhydrous  milk  fat  should  be  on  the  basis  of  100  metric 
tons  (2.2  million  pounds). 

Bids  should  be  submitted  to : 

Jorge  Prieto  Letelier  y  Cia.  Ltda. 
Huerfanos  1175,  Oficina  309 
Santiago,  Chile 

The  new  plant  will  be  the  first  to  be  located  in  the  Santiago  area,  where 
milk  supplies  are  inadequate  particularly  during  the  winter  months.  Recom- 
bining plants  are  presently  operating  in  two  cities  in  Northern  Chile. 

AUSTRALIAN  MEAT  SHIPMENT 
TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 

The  Port  Wyndam  left  Australia  January  25,  1962  with  6,U84,800  pounds  of 
beef,  2,811,200  pounds  of  mutton,  and  150,080  pounds  of  lamb  for  the 
United  States. 

The  cargo  included  U,8oJ+,800  pounds  of  beef,  2,^4-6,080  pounds  of  mutton, 
and  58,2U0  pounds  of  lamb  for  New  York;  913,920  pounds  of  beef,  286,720 
pounds  of  mutton,  and  58,2^0  pounds  of  lamb  for  Philadelphia;  766, 080  pounds 
of  beef,  78,^00  pounds  of  mutton,  and  33^600  pounds  of  lamb  for  Boston. 

ARGENTINA  PERMITS  IMPORTS 
OF  U.S.  CATTLE  AND  SHEEP 

Argentina  is  permitting  imports  of  U.S.  cattle  and  sheep  from  areas  free 
from  Bluetongue.    A  decree  issued  in  January  prohibited  imports  from  in- 
fected areas  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  29,  1962 ). 

Veterinary  certificates  accompanying  animals  shipped  to  Argentina  must 
specify  that  the  animals  originate  in  an  area  free  of  Bluetongue  during  the 
past  year. 
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ARGENTINA  ELIMINATES 
EXPORT  TAX  ON  GRAINS 

Argentina  has  eliminated  its  10  percent  sales  tax  on  exports  of  wheat , 
oats,  barley,  rye,  millet  sorghums,  sudan  grass,  wheat  flour,  Drome  grass, 
and  hulled  oats. 

These  taxes,  which  originally  were  20  percent,  had  been  levied  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  the  government  with  additional  funds  for  promoting 
economic  recovery.    However,  in  order  to  stimulate  exports,  they  were  re- 
duced to  10  percent  for  exports  from  the  1960-61  domestic  grain  crop. 

The  elimination  of  the  taxes  on  exports  of  all  of  these  Argentine 
commodities  is  Intended  to  increase  their  competitiveness  still  more  in 
the  world  import  markets.    The  tax  on  corn  exports  has  already  been  sus- 
pended for  a  number  of  years. 

The  discontinuation  of  the  tax  on  wheat  exports  may  have  been  a  fac- 
tor in  the  recent  reversal  in  the  downward  trend  in  West  German  imports 
of  Argentine  wheat.    These  imports  totaled  11.6  million  bushels  in  1958-59* 
7.9  million  in  1959~6o,  and  7-3  million  in  I96O-61.    This  trend  continued 
to  the  end  of  I961. 

However,  in  January,  the  West  German  Import  and  Storage  Agency  for 
Grains  and  Feeds  published  a  special  announcement  of  the  intended  impor- 
tation of  bread  wheat  only  from  Argentina,  for  addition  to  the  govern- 
ment-owned stocks.     A  total  of  6.8  million  bushels  have  been  contracted 
for  under  this  announcement. 


U.  K.  IMPORTS  MORE  DRY  WHOLE 
MILK;  LESS  NONFAT  DRY  MILK 

The  United  Kingdom's  imports  of  dry  whole  milk  during  the  first  11 
months  of  1961  increased  5  percent  to  32  million  pounds. 

Trade  in  this  period  was  mostly  with  New  Zealand,  7  million  pounds; 
Ireland,  6  million  pounds;  Denmark  and  Austria,  5  million  pounds  each; 
and  the  Netherlands,  k  million  pounds. 

Imports  of  nonfat  dry  milk  were  down  25  percent  to  6k  million  pounds. 
This  decline  was  largely  due  to  decreased  shipments  from  Australia,  which 
dropped  from  22  million  pounds  to  2  million,  and  from  New  Zealand,  which 
fell  51  million  pounds  to  k-0  million.    During  January -November  1961, 
Ireland  supplied  12  million  pounds,  France,  8  million  pounds. 

Evaporated  whole  milk  imports  at  l6  million  pounds  were  up  slightly 
from  a  year  ago.    The  Netherlands  was  the  heaviest  supplier  with  ik  mil- 
lion pounds.     Condensed  whole  milk  imports  of  3  million  pounds  in  both 
years  came  almost  entirely  from  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands. 
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U.S.  IMPORTS  OF  BEEF  AND  CATTLE 
INCREASED  SHARPLY  IN  1961 

U.S.  imports  of  red  meats ,  variety  meats,  natural  sausage  casings 
wool,  buffalo  hides ,     kipskins,  sheep  and  lamb  skins ,  and  live  cattle 
were  larger  in  I96I  than  in  i960. 

Red  meat  imports  were  25  percent  larger  than  in  the  previous  year 
as  U.S.  demand  for  meat  rose.    U.S.  production  rose  moderately  and  U.S. 
prices  were  well  maintained  at  relatively  high  levels.     Imports  of  beef 
and  veal  rose  sharply  and  were  the  second  highest  on  record,  surpassed 
only  by  the  record  imports  in  1959-    Pork  imports  were  1  percent  above 
those  of  the  previous  year  and  consisted  largely  of  canned  hams  and 
shoulders  from  European  countries.      Inshipments  of  mutton  rose  20  per- 
cent in  I961  because  of  the  continued  strong  demand  for  mutton  as  a 
substitute  for  low  grade  beef  for  manufacturing  purposes.     Lamb  imports 
dropped  12  percent  in  I96I  because  of  larger  domestic  supplies  and  re- 
latively low  U.S.  prices. 

Imports  of  variety  meats  increased  12  percent  in  I96I.     Imports  of 
sheep  and  goat  casings  were  9  percent  smaller  than  in  i960  but  imports 
of  other  natural  casings  (mostly  beef)  were  12  percent  larger. 

Wool  imports  rose  9  percent  in  1961  with  the  increase  in  mill  ac- 
tivity.   Dutiable  (apparel)  wool  increased  22  percent  while  duty  free 
(carpet)  wool  increased  2  percent. 

Imports  of  buffalo  hides  rose  sharply  in  1961  accounting  for  the 
increase  in  cattle  and  buffalo  hides.    Kipskin  imports  rose  31  per- 
cent in  I96I  because  of  somewhat  smaller  supplies  of  light  weight  hides 
in  the  United  States.     Imports  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins  increased  slight- 
ly, but  imports  of  all  other  types  of  hides  and  skins  were  smaller  than 
in  i960. 

Imports  of  cattle  were  57  percent  larger  in  1961  than  in  i960.  Larg- 
er shipments  from  both  Canada  and  Mexico  contributed  to  the  increase. 
Both  Canada  and  Mexico  suffered  from  drought  during  part  of  1961  and  were 
forced  to  sell  large  numbers  of  feeder  and  slaughter  cattle.    These  fac- 
tors combined  with  a  strong  demand  for  feeder  cattle  at  relatively  good 
prices  in  the  United  States  fostered  the  near  record  imports  of  cattle. 

(Table  on  opposite  page) 

ARGENTINA  REMOVES  MEAT 
EXPORT  TAXES 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  Argentine  meat  shipments  are  virtu- 
ally free  of  both  direct  export  taxes  and  indirect  taxes  operatedby  use  of 
multiple  exchange  rates. 

(Continued  or  page  lh) 
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LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  imports  of  selected  items,  December  i960  and  196l, 
annual  i960  and  196l,  with  percentage  change 

(Product  weight  basis) 


*  December  *  Annual 

«  «  

Commodity                 :  ^      :  6±      Percent  :    196o  1$6l  Percent 

 ;   :   :  change    :   :   :  change 

;  1,000      ;  1,000      •  :  1,000      •  1,000  j 

;  pounds    :  pounds    ; Percent  :  pounds    :  pounds    : Percent 
Red  meats:  : 
Fresh,  frozen,  canned  ; 

and  cured  "beef  &  veal.:  28,580  52,719       +84  4-91,296  665,665  +35 

Other  meats  1/  :  3,372  1,295       -62  21,309  23,866  +12 

Total  beef  &  veal....:  31,952  54,01 4      +69  512,605  689,531  +35 


Pork  ;  13,382  15,805  +18  171,313  173,730  +1 

Mutton  ;  2,745  2,220  -19  37,306  44,903  +20 

Lamb  :  1,207  1,599  +32  12,433  10,940  -12 

Total  red  meat  :  1+9,286  73,638  +49  733,657  919, 104  +25 


Variety  meats..,........;  68  279  +310  1,751  1,956  +12 

Sausage  casings:  ; 

Sheep  and  goat  :  333  278  -17  5,105  4,626  -9 

Other  natural...,....:  1,030  674  -35  10,572  11,863  +12 

Wool  (clean  basis):  ; 

Dutiable  :  6,381  8,852  +38  74,144  90,330  +22 

Duty  free  :  8,262  7,802  -6  153,915  157,  W  +2 

Total  wool  :  1*+,  6*4-3  16,65  4  +14  228,059  247,778  +9 


Hides  8s  skins (1,000  pes.): 

Cattle  and  buff alo  ;  54  89  +65  705  795  +12 

Calf  ;  88  46  -U8  860  76U  -11 

Kip..  :  63  81  +28  503  66l  +31 

Sheep  and  lamb  ;  980  973  -1  27,702  27,903  +1 

Goat  and  kid  ;  1,128  1,012  -10  19,255  13,700  -29 

Horse  :  39  44  +13  443  392  -12 

Pig  ;  38  85  +121+  815  7^3  -9 

Live  cattle  (number)  2/..:  118,071  132, 746  +12  663,174  1,042,721  +57 


1/  Other  meat,  canned,  prepared,  or  preserved.    2/  Includes  cattle  for  breeding. 

1 

U.S.  Department  of  Commerce. 
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A  decree  signed  February  1,  1962,  eliminated  export  sales  taxes  on 
live  animals,  raw  hides  and  skins,  meat,  variety  meats,  and  other  "by- 
products.   The  tax  was  10  percent  on  live  animals  and  hides  and  skins, 
and  k  percent  on  meat  and  variety  meats.    Retentions  on  meat,  including 
beef  and  sheep  variety  meats,  were  removed  last  July  and  replaced  by  the 
U-percent  export  tax.    The  new  decree  also  eliminated  retentions  on  horse 
tongues  and  variety  meats  not  included  in  the  July  decree. 

Wool  is  the  only  major  export  item  still  subject  to  both  retentions 
and  the  export  sales  tax.    The  retention  on  grease  wool  is  10  percent  of 
the  current  index  value--600  pesos  per  10  kilos.    The  sales  tax  is  10 
percent  of  the  export  value.     Secretary  of  Agriculture  Urien  promised  the 
prompt  removal  of  all  export  taxes  in  a  speech  on  January  9  (Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  February  ^ ,  I962). 

The  removal  of  export  taxes  is  an  effort  to  increase  domestic  produc- 
tion and  stimulate  exports.    Their  removal  will  not  affect  exports  at  the 
present  time  but  will  increase  returns  to  farmers  and  thereby  will  tend  to 
increase  future  production  and  exports.    Argentina  has  been  reluctant  to 
remove  these  taxes  on  meat  and  wool  because  they  have  been  a  major  source 
of  public  revenue. 

FRANCE  REVISES  MEAT  AND 
TALLOW  IMPORT  DUTIES 

New  French  tariffs  on  livestock  and  meat  products  became  effective 
January  1,  1962  as  integration  of  the  Common  Market  progressed. 

Of  particular  interest  to  U.S.  exporters  was  the  decrease  from  15 
percent  to  11.1  percent  ad  valorem  in  the  tariff  on  inedible  tallow 
arriving  from  the  United  States  and  other  countries  outside  the  Common 
Market.    However,  the  rate  for  imports  from  other  EEC  countries  decreased 
from  12  percent  to  10. 5  percent.    The  contemplated  External  Common  Market 
tariff  (CXT)  for  this  item  is  2  percent  and  is  expected  to  be  reached 
about  1970.    It  is  contemplated  that  at  that  time  there  will  be  no  in- 
ternal duties  for  tallow  and  most  other  products  moving  within  the 
6 -country  Common  Market. 

France's  new  general  duty  on  frozen  hog  and  beef  variety  meats  is 
6  percent  ad  valorem.    On  those  of  other  species,  except  equines,  the  duty 
is  3.6  percent.    There  is  no  tariff  on  any  of  these  types  of  variety 
meats  imported  from  Common  Market  countries.    The  old  general  duties  on 
these  products  ranged  from  13«5  percent  to  20  percent  but  in  I96I  had 
been  temporarily  suspended.    The  eventual  CXT  rate  for  frozen  beef  and 
pork  variety  meats  will  be  20  percent  and  for  frozen  lamb  variety  meats 
will  be  12  percent. 

Hides  and  skins  continue  to  enter  France  free  of  duty  from  all  areas. 
The  general  duty  on  bovine  and  equine  leather  is  9  or  10  percent  depend- 
ing on  the  type.    The  comparable  tariffs  for  Common  Market  countries 
range  from  6.5  to  7.8  percent.    Apparently  these  rates  were  not  changed 
on  January  1,  1962. 
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Both  unprocessed  mohair  and  animal  casings  enter  France  duty  free  from 
all  areas. 

U.S.  exports  of  livestock  and  meat  products  to  France  in  i960  amounted  to 
§>k.k  million.    This  included  inedible  tallows  and  greases,  $1.8  million;  vari- 
ety meats,  $1.5  million;  hides  and  skins  $0.6  million;  mohair,  $0.3  million; 
and  smaller  amounts  of  casing  and  other  products. 

VARIETY  MEAT  EXPORTS 
SET  RECORD  IN  I96I 

U.S.  variety  meat  exports  increased  2  percent  in  1961  and  reached  a  new 
record  high  of  12k  million  pounds. 

In  term  of  weight,  West  Germany  was  the  largest  market  for  U.S.  variety 
meats  taking  33  million  pounds  in  I96I,  about  k  million  pounds  less  than  in 
i960.    The  Netherlands  was  the  second  largest  market  taking  29  million 
pounds.    However,  a  sizeable  portion  of  shipments  to  the  Netherlands  were 
transshipped  to  other  European  countries. 

The  United  Kingdom  ranks  third  as  a  market  for  U.S.  variety  meats,  but 
only  purchases  products  from  cattle  and  lambs.    Imports  of  pork  are  not  per- 
mitted entry  because  of  hog  cholera  in  the  United  States. 

Export  to  France  increased  by  about  5  million  pounds  in  1961.  Although 
France  had  a  surplus  of  beef  in  1961  there  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for 
beef  variety  meats.    The  United  States  with  relatively  low  prices  has  been 
able  to  supply  a  larger  portion  of  the  French  imports. 


VARIETY  MEATS:  U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination 
 average  1951-55?  annual  1957-61  


: Average  : 
Country          .  . 

1957 

;  1958 

;  1959 

0 

;  i960 

•1961  1/ 

:  Mil  .lb.  . 

Mil. lb. 

Mil.  "lb. 

Mil. lb 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

25.6 

25.3 

35.7 

37.6 

33.^ 

36.7 

27.8 

30.7 

27.9 

28.9 

United  Kingdom. . . :  O.k 

k.6 

k.9 

9.1 

31.3 

27.5 

3.k 

k.Q 

k.6 

8.0 

13.2 

5.8 

0.8 

1-7 

k.Q 

2.3 

2.0 

1.0 

3.2 

3-5 

2.6 

3.6 

2.2 

1.7 

3-1 

3.0 

3.1 

0.1 

l.k 

2.5 

2.7 

6.k 

2.7 

3.2 

2.k 

10.3 

• 

91.2 

69.6 

91.3 

121.1 

123.9 

l/  Preliminary. 
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FINLAND  SETS  GUARANTEES 
FOR  PORK  EXPORTS 

Finland  has  established  new  guaranteed  export  prices  on  pork  and 
canned  hams  for  I962. 

Payments  "by  the  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  cover  the  difference 
between  the  prices  obtained  by  Finnish  exporters  from  foreign  buyers  and 
the  guaranteed  export  prices.    The  official  export  prices  reflect  the 
government  goal  or  target  prices  received  by  farmers  for  hogs. 

The  guaranteed  export  price  for  frozen  pork  is  lk-6  Finnmarks  per 
kilogram  (21  U.S.  cents  per  pound)  and  the  valuation  on  canned  hams  is 
182.5  Finnmarks  per  kilogram  (26  cents  per  pound).    Export  prices  have 
been  increased  because  of  higher  producer  goal  prices  for  hogs  established 
September  1,  1961. 

Usually  Finland  exports  pork  to  West  Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  and 
other  East  European  countries.    Canned  hams  have  not  been  exported  to  the 
United  States  although  such  trade  is  authorized  by  U.S.  meat  inspection 
regulations.    Frozen  pork  from  Finland,  however,  is  not  permitted  into 
the  United  States  because  of  the  presence  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in 
Finland. 

AUSTRIA  TO  IMPORT  APPLES 
AND  PEARS 

Austrian  stocks  of  apples  are  reported  nearly  depleted.    The  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  on  February  12,  reported  suspension  of  restrictions  on 
pear  imports  until  April  30,  I962  and  issued  a  quota  on  apples. 

Table  apple  quota  of  2,500  metric  tons  (about  115,000  boxes)  has 
been  opened  for  specified  varieties  with  a  customs  clearance  deadline  of 
March  15,  1962.    The  variety  list  includes  Golden  Delicious,  Red  Delicious 
Jonathan,  Canada  Reinette,  Cox  Orange,  and  several  local  European  varie- 
ties.   Imports  must  be  packed  (not  in  bulk)  and  a  minimum  size  of 
inches  is  specified. 

Pear  imports  within  the  specified  period  are  allowed  without 
restriction. 

DRIED  FRUIT  SYNDICATE 
FORMED  IN  IRAN 

A  Syndicate  of  Dried  Fruit  Producers  and  Exporters  was  recently 
formed  in  Iran  for  the  purpose  of  improving  and  increasing  the  production 
and  export  of  dried  fruit.    Separate  syndicates  have  been  formed  in 
Tehran,  Meshed,  and  Tabriz,  but  plans  are  for  the  three  groups  to  cooperate 
closely.    Dried  fruit  interests  in  Malayer,  Shahrud,  and  Ghazvin  are 
associated  with  the  Tehran  syndicate. 
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The  Syndicate  will  strive  to  avert  all  dangers  threatening  Iranian 
dried  fruit  markets  abroad.    It  will  seek  new  markets  in  Asia  and  try  to 
solve  the  problems  that  have  been  created  by  the  European  Common  Market 
(EEC)  through  the  raising  of  customs  tariff  on  Iranian  dried  fruit  exports. 
Standardization  and  packing  of  dried  fruit  will  be  among  the  primary  con- 
cerns of  the  Syndicate.    It  will  also  try  to  raise  fruit  yields  by  in- 
troducing cultivation  reforms. 

1961  PORTUGAL  ALMOND 
HARVEST  ABOVE  AVERAGE 

The  I96I  almond  harvest  in  Portugal  is  now  estimated  at  5;000  short 
tons --up  300  tons  from  previous  reports  and  the  same  as  reported  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season.    This  year's  harvest  is  considerably  above 
195^-58  average  production  of  3*800,  and  much  larger  than  the  short  i960 
crop  of  1,^00  tons. 

Portuguese  almond  exports  during  the  first  3  months  (September- 
November)  of  the  I96I-62  marketing  season  totaled  933  tons  shelled  and 
l6l  tons  unshelled.    Total  I96I-62  exports  are  expected  to  exceed  ^,000 
tons  by  the  Portuguese  trade.    During  I96O-6I,  total  exports  amounted  to 
2,^70  tons,  shelled  basis. 

The  United  Kingdom,  Belgium-Luxembourg,  and  Germany  continue  to  be 
the  largest  markets  for  Portuguese  almonds. 

Export  prices  have  reportedly  remained  in  the  general  area  of  ^8  to 
^9  U.S.  cents  per  pound,  c.&f.  European  port. 

ARGENTINA  REMOVES  EXPORT 
TAXES  AND  RETENTIONS 

Argentina  continued  to  eliminate  export  taxes  and  exchange  retentions 
on  agricultural  products  in  an  effort  to  stimulate  production  and  strengthen 
the  country's  competitive  position  in  world  markets. 

A  government  decree  of  February  1,  1962  eliminated  export  sales  taxes, 
ranging  from  h  to  10  percent,  on  live  animals,  raw  hides  and  skins,  meat, 
and  meat  byproducts.    A  February  1^-  decree  removed  the  10  percent  exchange 
retention  and  8  percent  sales  tax  previously  applied  to  corn,  millet, 
sorghum  grain,  kaffir,  and  guinea  corn. 

With  these  changes  in  Argentine  regulations,  an  exchange  retention 
amounting  to  20  percent  of  the  official  or  index  value  (usually  near  f.o.b. 
value)  applies  to  exports  of  hides  and  skins.    Wool,  wheat,  flaxseed  and 
linseed  oil  are  subject  to  a  retention  of  10  percent.    A  general  export 
sales  tax  of  8  percent  also  applies  to  these  commodities  which  are  subject 
to  exchange  retention.    A  special  tax  of  1.5  percent  for  agricultural 
research  is  applicable  to  grain  exports.    With  exception  of  this  special 
assessment,  elimination  of  remaining  taxes  and  exchange  retentions  is 
anticipated  in  I962. 
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BERMUDA  CHANGES  PROCEDURE 
FOR  IMPORTING  PLANTS 

The  Bermuda  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has 
announced  that  health  controls  on  the  importation  of  plants  and 
plant  material  (other  than  cut  flowers,  vegetables  for  consumption, 
or  true  seed)  have  been  tightened. 

Importers  must  apply  in  writing.    The  Department  on  granting 
a  permit,  will  stipulate  the  type  of  treatment  re  quired- -such  as 
fumigation  or  hot  water  dipping.    Plants  will  be  addressed  to  and 
inspected  by  the  Department  and  will  be  delivered  to  the  consignee 
if  found  to  comply  with  the  import  regulations. 


ARGENTINE  GRAIN  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  DOWNWARD 

Argentine  grain  exports  during  the  first  half  of  1961-62 
totaled  1.7  million  metric  tons,  compared  with  2.6  million  during 
July-December  i960. 

Wheat  exports  went  from  1.2  million  tons  a  year  earlier  to 
362,000,  the  smallest  amount  exported  during  any  similar  period 
since  July -December  1952,  when  only  6,000  tons  were  exported. 

The  i960  wheat  crop  was  poor  and  led  to  smaller  exportable 
supplies  during  the  marketing  year  which  ended  November  30,  I96I. 
Although  the  carryover  was  low  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  market- 
ing year  (December  1,  1961)  supplies  were  replenished  by  a  larger 
crop  which  was  being  harvested  at  that  time.    As  a  result,  exports 
are  expected  to  go  up  in  the  next  few  months. 

Corn  exports  during  July-December  1961  totaled  955>000  tons, 
compared  with  1.1  million  the  preceding  season.    Italy,  the  Nether- 
lands, and  Japan  continued  to  be  the  major  markets  for  Argentine 
corn. 

With  the  prospects  of  a  good  harvest  in  March  and  April  of  this 
year,  corn  exports  are  also  expected  to  increase  during  this  fiscal 
year  which  ends  June  30,  I962. 

Shipments  of  rye  and  barley  during  July -December  were  only 
77,000  tons,  compared  with  151,000  in  the  first  half  of  1960-61. 

In  contrast,  exports  of  oats  and  sorghums  were  up  in  July- 
December  I96I.    Shipments  of  oats  were  115,000  tons,  compared  with 
105,000  tons  and  exports  of  grain  sorghums  were  167,000  tons,  com- 
pared with  35>000  "the  previous  year. 
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GRAIN:    Argentina  exports  by  country  of  destination,  July-December  I960  and  July-December  1961 


Country  of  destination 


Wheat 


Rye 


Corn 


Oats 


Barley 


Srain 

sorghums 


Total 


July-December  I960 
United  States  .. 

Canada   

Barbados   

Bolivia   

Brazil   

Chile   

Paraguay   

Peru  

Uruguay   

Austria   

Beligum-Luxembourg 

Denmark   , 

France   , 

Germany,  West  j. , 

Italy  , 

Netherlands  .... 

Portugal  , 

Sweden  , 

Switzerland  .... 
United  Kingdom  , 

Japan  

Lebanon  , 

North  Africa  . . , 
South  Africa  . . , 


Total 


July-December  1961 
United  States  .. 

Canada   

Barbados   

Brazil   

Paraguay  

Peru  

Uruguay  

Austria   

Belgium-Luxembourg 

Denmark   

Finland   

France   

Germany,  West  ... 

Italy   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

United  Kingdom  . . 

Yugoslavia   

China,  .Mainland ' 

Japan  , 

Algeria   

Kenya   

North  Africa,  n.e 


Metric 
tons 


Me  trie 
tons 


Metric 
tons 


Metric 
tons 


Metric 
tons 


Metric 
tons 


Metric 
tons 


— 
— 

— 

—  : 

—  ! 

37 

— 

—  ! 

—  ! 



— 

  ! 

—  ! 
— — 

— 

100  : 
51  : 

37 
100 
51 

500 

—  ! 

— 

— 

—  . 

500 

64.0,367 

— 

2,581 

— 

:      —  • 

6A2, 9A8 

125,093 
A3, 136 

: 

— 

5,350 

: 

130,  AA3 
A3, 136 

— 

— 

— 

109,526 

i 

— 

— 

— 

109,526 

— 

— 

8,729 

i  1A3 

— 

8,872 

A,  200 

7,345 

s  965 

:  — 

!   

12,510 
.  98,63A 

9,819 

1,620 

80 , 694 

2,300 

A,  201 
1,875 

325 

!  725 

9,325 

,   

12,250 

:  10,000 

:  10,000 

5A,528 

i  5,565 

.  43,684 

:  8,978 

.  17,501 

:  2,223 

t    132, A79 

51,595 
32,A87 

.  56,427 

.  550,541 

57,203 

:  47,750 

:  2,541 

:  766,057 

:  193,782 

:  15,192 

1,665 

:  14,727 

:  257,853 

10,310 

: 

: 

: 

:  10,310 
:  1A,85A 

500 

.  12,149 

:  850 

1,300 
:  2,A60 

— 

!  55 

2,330 

4,200 
:  81,056 

! 

!  200 

:  9,190 

61,021 

. 

: 

: 

.  9,109 

:  151,186 

— 

: 

:  139,837 

: 

: 

:  139,837 
:  A6,867 

46,131 

: 

: 

: 

:  736 

— 

: 

:  2,528 

: 

:      —       :  2,528 

— 

:  — 

:  — 

:  — 

: 

:  24 

!  2A 

1.191. 5 A3 

:  83.431 

■1.117.628 

10/. 832 

:  67,652 

:  35,106 

2,600,192 

— 

:  — 

!  69 

: 

: 

i  69 

— 

: 

:  32 

: 

: 

:  160 

:  192 

— 

: 

; 

: 

: 

:  204 

t  20A 

99,930 

:  — 

:  — 

:  6,890 

:  6,000 

:  112,820 

23,628 
49,564 

:  23,628 

:  — 

3,018 

: 

:  1,995 

:  54,577 

— 

:  — 

!  — 

:  — 

:  — 

i  113 

:  113 

:  — 

:  5,560 

:  — 

:  — 

:  60 

:  5,620 
:  97,691 

4,560 

:  1,777 

:  58,925 

:  950 

:  — 

:  31,479 

\    — — 

:  152 

:  6,003 

:  20,144 

:  26,299 

:  500 

:  — 

:  1,720 

:  — 

;   

:  1,020 
:  27,560 

:  2,740 

51,461 

:  6,515 

:  44,585 

:  5,7AO 

:  40,137 

:  175,998 

300 

:  A81,57A 

:  27,612 

:  3,337 

:  750 

:  513,573 
:  296,045 

41,980 

:  10,298 

:  155,958 

:  60,077 

:  27,732 

i  500 

:  85 

:  585 

150 

:  2,559 

:  7,421 

:  450 

:  10,580 

79,220 

:  A2,2A3 

:  5,A27 

:  56,AOA 

:  183,294 
:  560 
:  5,791 

:  5,791 

:  560 

738 

:  152,179 

:  152,917 

!  1,000 

:  1,000 

9,922 

9,922 

:  200 

200 

361,953 

:  19,090 

:  95A,565 

:  114,693 

:  57,896 

:  166,721 

1,674,918 

Source:    El  Cerealista. 
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U.S.  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED  EXPORTS 
INCREASED  IN  DECEMBER 

Exports  of  grass  and  legume  seeds  in  December  1961  were  8,719,000 
pounds,  an  increase  of  6  percent  over  December  i960.    Total  exports  for 
the  July-December  period  were  25,628,000  pounds,  a  drop  of  36  percent 
from  the  same  period  in  i960,  when  crop-year  exports  reached  an  all  time 
high. 


France  continues  as  the  largest  buyer  of  U.S.  grass  and  legume 
seeds  with  Canada,  Japan,  Italy,  and  the  United  Kingdom  taking  a  large 
proportion  of  the  remainder. 

GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS:    U.S.  exports  December  i960  and  I96I, 

with  comparisons 

■  Kind  of  Seed 

'.           December  [ 

July  1 -December  31 

;  i960 

1961 

i960 

1961 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

962 
172 

2,9^0 
1,434 

2,374 
1,306 

1,134 

4,374 

3,680 

:  0 

13 
393 
215 
i,koQ 

1,273 

52 
12 
282 
^52 
3,^85 

33 
1,036 

5,020 

i,48o 
4,273 

639 
130 

1,079 
2,427 
19,732 

53 
929 
1,942 
2,505 
3,090 
287 
132 
850 

1,939 
10,221 

8,719 

40,223 

25,628 

THAILAND  HAS  LESS  RICE 
TO  EXPORT;  PRICES  UP 

Thailand's  rice  surplus  for  export  in  I962  is  slightly  below  exports 
in  I96I,  and  a  strong  foreign  demand  in  early  February  caused  a  sharp  advance 
in  rice  prices. 

The  maximum  availability  for  export  in  I962  is  1,500,000  metric  tons  of 
milled  rice,  compared  with  1,563,000  exported  in  1961.    Despite  a  substan- 
tial increase  in  the  I96I-62  harvest  now  being  completed,  slightly  lower  sup- 
plies are  due  to  a  decline  in  carryover  stocks  on  January  1,  I962,  compared 
with  a  year  earlier. 
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In  a  recent  rise  in  export  prices  of  Thai  rice,  prices  of  high-grades  showed 
the  strongest  advance.     On  February  12,  the  price  of  white  rice,  100-percent  whole, 
first-grade,  was  $7*09  per  cwt.,  a  gain  of  6  percent  over  $6.67  on  February  2,  and 
8  percent  over  the  January  average  of  $6.59  per  cwt. 


RICE:  Thailand's  average  export  prices  of  rice,  f.o.b.,  Bangkok  l/ 
 for  selected  periods  


Orx  ctu.t? 

!  1962 

i960 

!   1961  ' 

January  '. 

February: 
2  : 

February 
12 

;  Dollars 
per  cwt. 

Dollars 
per  cwt. 

Dollars 
per  cwt. 

Dollars 
per  cwt. 

Dollars 
per  cwt. 

White  rice,  100  percent, 

first-grade 
White  rice,  5  percent  broken 
White  rice,  10  percent  broken  : 
White  brokens,  A-l  super 

6.^9 
5.68 
5.48 
3.57 

6.57 
6.15 
6.01 
4.46 

6.59 
6.15 
6.06 

4.70 

6.67 
6.12 
6.03 
4.72 

7.09 
6.29 
6.19 
4.79 

1/  Milled  rice.    Includes  export  premium, 
bags  of  100  kilograms  (220.46  pounds)  net. 

export  tax, 

and  cost 

of  bags. 

Packed  in 

Thailand's  rice  exports  in  1961  were  at  a  high  level.    The  1,563,000  tons 
exported  were  357>000  more  than  in  i960,  and  were  the  largest  since  1957*  Principal 
destinations  were  Malaya,  Indonesia,  Hong  Kong,  and  the  Philippine  Republic.  Exports 
to  the  Philippines  rose  sharply  from  100  tons  in  i960  to  140,800  in  1961,  making 
that  country  a  principal  buyer  of  Thai  rice  in  1961. 


MILLED  RICE:    Thai  exports,  i960  and  1961 


Country  of 
destination 


i960      :  I96I  1/ 


Country  of 
destination 


i960     ;  1961  1/ 


1,000 
m.  t. 


Asia: 

Arabian  Peninsula 
British  Borneo 
Ceylon. . . 
Hong  Kong 
Indonesia 
Malaya. . . 
Okinawa . . 
Philippines 

Taiwan  

Other  Asia. 


1,000 
m.  t . 

117.9 
38.5 
8.4 

177.7 
I89.O 
402.8 

20.3 

0.1 

19.8 
135.5 


1,000 
m.  t . 

77-4 
50.7 
62.7 
193.6 
382.2 

385.3 
16.6 
140.8 

75.2 
78.0 


Europe : 

Denmark  

Netherlands. . . . 
United  Kingdom. 


East  Africa. . 
South  Africa. 


Other  countries, 
Total  , 


1,000 
m.  t . 


:  5.2 

5.1 

16.6 

12.3 

17.8 

22.7 

15.6 

14.7 

:  12.3 

5.6 

28.5 

39.8 

1,206.0 

1,562.7 

l/  Preliminary. 


Compiled  from  official  and  trade 


sources 
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U.K.  REFUSES  HIGHER  IMPORT 
DUTIES  ON  DRY  PEAS 

The  President  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade  stated  before  the  House 
of  Commons  recently  that  higher  duties  on  U.  K.  imports  of  dry  peas  were 
not  justified. 

This  announcement  should  be  good  news  to  U.  S.  pea  producers  and  ex- 
porters who  have  supplied  Britain  with  an  average  of  nearly  800,000  bags 
of  dry  peas  a  year  in  the  last  3  seasons.  The  United  Kindgom  has  devel- 
oped   into  the  leading  foreign  market  for  U.  S.  Alaska  peas  which  are  es- 
pecially suited  for  canning. 

A  request  for  higher  duties  was  made  by  the  National  Farmers'  Union 
of  Britain  2  or  3  years  ago.    The  request  stemmed  from  increasing  imports 
and  rapidly  declining  dry  pea  acreage  in  Britain. 

Imports  had  increased  from  700,000  bags  annually  in  1950-5^  to 
1,500,000  in  1955-59*    Dry  pea  acreage  dropped  from  105,000  acres  in  1956 
to  28,000  in  I96I.    The  bulk  of  British  dry  pea  imports  have  come  from 
the  United  States,  Holland,  and  New  Zealand. 


U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS 
DOWN 

U.S.  rice  exports  in  the  first  5  months  of  the  196I-62  marketing 
year  ( August -fuly)  were  well  below  those  of  the  same  period  a  year 
earlier . 

Exports  in  terms  of  milled  rice  totaled  6,02^,000  cwt.  (100  pounds), 
compared  with  8,502,000  cwt.  in  August-December  i960.  The  decline  was 
largely  in  exports  to  Pakistan,  Cuba,  India  and  Singapore.  However, 
more  U.  S.  rice  was  exported  for  dollars  to  several  countries—princi- 
pally West  Germany,  Iraq,  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

December  rice  exports  were  9  percent  below  the  same  month  a  year 
earlier. 

Exports  at  2,55^,000  bags  (1C0  pounds)  in  terms  of  milled  rice-- 
although  less  than  in  December  1960--were  at  a  high  level.    There  were  no 
shipments  to  Pakistan  and  Cuba,  compared  with  important  amounts  a  year 
ago-  However  these  were  offset  to  a  large  extent  by  increases  to  West 
Germany,  Netherlands,  Iraq,  and  a  number  of  other  countries  of  the 
world . 
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RICE  1/:    United  States  exports  to  specified  countries, 
August-December  I960  and  1961 


Country  of  destination 

: August-December1 

December 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

I960  : 

1961  : 

I960  : 

1961 

• 

s 

1  ODD  • 

1  000  • 

1  000 

• 
• 

cwt.  : 

cwt.  : 

cwt.  : 

cwt. 

• 
• 

101  • 

157  ■ 

19  ■ 

54 

• 

210  • 

0  • 

36  ■ 

0 

89  • 
07  . 

XI  4 

0 

Z3  • 

8  < 

/ 

>  «+ 

• 

//  . 

62  ■ 

0  • 

Z8 

• 
• 

99  : 

55 

i  27 

!  4 

• 
• 

82  : 

197 

J-  7  / 

9 

«  7 

14 

• 

186  : 

759 

21 

i  1/1 

• 

258  ■ 

227 

:  53 

:  84 

• 

47  : 

35 

>  •+ 

1 

23  • 

41 

4 

:  15 

• 

181  : 

323 

:  34 

1  77 

•  it 

• 

2.78Z.  ■ 

1.317 

•  1  070 

•  1  092 

• 

Z89  • 

320 

310 

320 

• 

23 

:  478 

1  0 

:  114 

82 

:  66 

:  2/ 

:  21 

Mala van  Fpdpfn "hi  on  . 

• 

£3 

•  97 

0  u 

:  10 

>        1 7D 

.        i  ^ 
•  J-p 

74 

>  on 

•  u 

•  10 

J-,  /  /4 

0 

OpJ. 

• 

66 

:  136 

:  35 

:  44 

51 

:  107 

:  16 

:  36 

• 

8 

s  1 

:  0 

:  0 

• 

254 

:  368 

:  66 

:  53 

Liberia  ........................... 

180 

:  203 

:  22 

:  43 

46 

s  51 

:  1 

:  13 

258 

:  261 

:  54 

:  57 

28 

!  45 

:  7 

:  17 

789 

s  520 

:  234 

:  251 

• 
• 

8,502 

:  6,024 

:  2,813 

:'  2,554 

1/  Includes  small  quantity  of  rough  rice  in  milled  equivalent. 
2/  Less  than  500  cwt. 
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BRAZIL'S  SOYBEAN  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  TO  EXPAND 

Production  of  soybeans  in  Brazil  increased  from  an  annual  average  of 
k.6  million  bushels  during  1955-59  to  a  forecasted  11.1+  million  bushels 
in  1962. 

This  reflect  an  increase  of  approzimately  one -fourth  from  the  I96I 
crop  of  9-2  million  bushels.    The  area  already  planted,  to  be  harvested 
in  1962,  amounts  to  667,170  acres  as  compared  to  553,736  acres  plmited 
in  i960. 

Soybean  have  brought  favorable  returns  to  producers,  processors,  and 
exporters  alike.     Producer  prices  remained  at  a  high  level  through-out 
I96I  and  are  expected  to  continue  through  1962,  stimulating  further 
production. 

The  crushing  capacity  of  the  industry  is  being  expanded  annually  and 
a  12.9  million-bushel  capacity  is  expected  to  be  attained  within  three 
years.    There  are  20  crushing  plants  in  operation  with  a  current  crushing 
capacity  of  10. h  million  bushels.    During  1961,  however,  only  5-5  million 
bushels  were  crushed. 

Exports  of  soybean  cake  and  meal  are  expected  to  show  a  marked  in- 
crease in  I96I  and  in  following  years  with  increased  production  and  crush- 
ing plant  facilities.    During  i960  Brazil  exported  ^1,898  short  tons  of 
unspecified  oilseed  meal  believed  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  soybean 
meal.    West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Poland,  and  the  United  Kingdom  have 
been  the  most  important  importers. 


U.S.  FISH  OIL  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  SHARPLY 

U.S.  fish  oil  exports  declined  15  percent  from  the  near-record  tonnage 
of  i960  to  a  level  of  61,2^3  short  tons  in  I96I.    The  U.S.  export  vol- 
ume absorbed  less  than  one -half  of  the  I96I  U.S.  production  compared  with 
two-thirds  of  the  production  in  i960. 

Shipments  to  Europe,  the  leading  market  area,  declined  in  I96I  by 
more  than  one-fifth  from  i960.    This  decline  probably  resulted  from  in- 
creased availability  of  Peruvian  and  Icelandic  fish  oils,  the  combined 
productions  of  which  more  than  doubled  in  I96I  from  i960.     Exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom  increased  almost  seven  times  during  the  same  period. 

U.S.  fish  oil  exports  to  Canada  in  I96I  increased  by  more  than  two- 
thirds  from  i960,  a  probable  result  of  continued  declines  in  domestic 
production. 
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FISH  OIL  (INCLUDING  LIVER):    U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1950-51*,  annual  1956-61 


*       -  ^Average* 
Country  of         .  .  1956    .  1957    •  193q    .  1959    .196o  i/-196i  1/ 

destination       ; 1950-54;  |  \  \  \  . 

•  •••••• 


:  Short  Short  Short  Short  Short  Short  Short 

:  tons  tons  tons  tons  tons  tons  tons 

North  America: 

Canada  :    2,707  1,621  1,228  6,485  1,920  4,923  8,467 

Cuba  :       113  112  129  99  57  21 

Mexico  :       109  63  56  123  223  290  313 

Other  :        26  37  9  12  146  5  663 


Total  !    2,955     1,833     1,422     6,719     2,346     5,239  9,443 

South  America  :        84  62  42  26  10         26  18 


Europe :  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg:  215  759  66l  2,344  2,167  3^3  677 

Denmark  :    866  —  577  10  — 

France  :  273  —  5  5  40  20  30 

Germany,  West  :  12,913  32,491  26,296  17, 118  16,588  13,041  7,795 

Italy  :  71  60  178  119  10  —  3 

Netherlands  :  18,260  25,023  14,978  10,920  22,058  26,567  12,79^ 

Norway  ;  1,444  6,251  5,272  5,79^  8,054  7,957  15,639 

Sweden  :  —  2,646  7,7l6  3,370  20,355  18,013  10,321 

Switzerland  :  4,99^  367  79*+  558 

United  Kingdom  ;  335  920  854  —  5  568  4,454 

Other  :  25  --  --  13  7 


Total  :  38,530   69,383  56,754  40,228  69,854  66,532  51,720 

Asia:  : 

Philippines  :  585          10  7  —  —  2 

Other  :        28  5  6  31  30  24  18 


Total  :       613  15  13  31  30         26  18 

Africa  ;        25  24        305  17   6  35 


Oceania.  :    ---  4  ---  1  9 


Grand  total  :  42,207    71,317    58,5*+0    47,021   72,240    71,830  61,243 


1/  Preliminary. 
Department  of  Commerce. 
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INDONESIA'S  OCTOBER  EXPORTS  OF  COPRA  LOWER; 
PALM  OIL  AND  PALM  KERNEL  HIGHER 

Indonesia's  registered  October  exports  of  copra  were  down  from  the 
September  level.    Palm  oil  and  palm  kernel  exports  rose  moderately.  For 
the  period  January  through  October  I96I,  however,  total  registered  exports 
of  all  three  items  were  higher  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  i960. 

Copra  exports  registered  in  October  were  13,869  long  tons  as  compared 
to  16,306  tons  in  September  and  25,685  tons  in  August.  Indonesia's 
registered  copra  exports  during  1961  through  October,  however,  totaled 
176,52^  tons  as  compared  to  11^,1^6  tons  during  January-October  of  i960. 

Palm  oil  shipments  were  13,2kk  short  tons  in  October,  a  moderate 
increase  from  the  12,281  tons  exported  in  September.    Cumulative  exports 
for  January-October  1961  totaled  123,268  tons --a  significant  increase 
from  the  99>265  tons  shipped  during  the  corresponding  period  in  i960. 

Palm  kernel  exports  increased  to  k,l6o  short  tons  in  October  from 
3,^27  tons  in  September.    Cumulative  exports  through  October  amounted  to 
28,5^-9  tons,  up  slightly  from  the  28,125  tons  exported  during  January- 
October  of  i960. 

U.S.  SESAME  SEED  IMPORTS 
HIGHER  IN  1961 

The  United  States  imported  ll,M+8  short  tons  of  sesame  seed  in  I96I, 
the  largest  volume  imported  during  the  postwar  years. 

Central  America  again  was  the  principal  supplier  with  Nicaragua 
accounting  for  approximately  two-thirds  of  total  U.S.  imports.  Imports 
from  Guatemala  rose  to  a  record  level. 

Imports  from  South  America  and  Africa  rose,  reflecting  a  larger  volume 
imported  from  Brazil  and  Sudan,  respectively. 

U.S.  imports  of  edible  sesame  oil,  in  contrast,  declined  in  1961  to 
369  tons  from  597  tons  imported  in  i960. 

(Table  on  opposite  page) 

EXPORT  TAX  ON  MOZAMBIQUE  AND 
ANGOLA  COTTON  REMOVED 

The  Government  of  Portugal  recently  announced  the  removal  of  ad 
valorem  taxes  levied  on  I96I-62  crop  cotton  exported  from  Mozambique  and 
Angola  to  countries  other  than  Portugal. 

The  surtax,  which  amounts  to  12  percent  of  the  export  value,  is 
usually  removed  each  year  on  low-quality  cotton  (types  V  and  Vl).  For 
the  current  year,  however,  the  surtax  is  being  waived  on  all  lint  cotton, 
including  the  higher  qualities  (types  I  through  IV) .    Most  cotton  grown 
in  Mozambique  and  Angola  is  usually  exported,  duty-free,  each  season  to 
Portugal. 
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SESAME  SEED:    U.S.  imports  by  country  of  origin,  average 
1950-54,  annual  1956-61 

C°orSa°f        HH  ^6    I  W    I  jgg    j  ;i960  l/;i96l  1/ 

:  Short  Short  Short  Short  Short  Short  Short 

:  tons  tons  tons  tons  tons  tons  tons 
North  America:  : 

El  Salvador  :    1,231  2,278  1,938  2,406  1,853  976  1,364 

Guatemala  :       269  69          38  223  1  580  1,398 

Nicaragua  :    3,782  3,217  3,832  4,1*16  4,415  6>630  7,329 

Other  :         30  2        172  3  8  5  53 

Total  :    5,312  5,566  5,950  7,048  6,277  8,191  10,144 

South  America:  : 

Brazil  :  3        219    319  57  164 

Other  :       ---  38   38   — 

Total  :  3        257        —          38  319  57  164 

Europe :  :         28    8  ---  27  1 

Africa:  : 

Egypt  :  19  239  143  62  4  8l  60 

Other  :  64  16  2/  696  113  59  142  3/1,055 

Total  :  S3  255  839  175  63  223  1,115 

Asia:  : 

China,  Mainland. . . : 4/ 1,368 

Hong  Kong  :  10             

India  :  116  421    139 

Turkey  :  34  — -  — -  —  —  — -  13 

Other  :  262  70    5/  638  6/  100  20  52  11 

Total  ;  1,790  491  638  100  20  191  24 

 Grand  total..;    7,216     6,569     7,457     7,369     6,679     8,689  11,448 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Ethiopia  -  454;  Sudan  -  155;  Nigeria  -  87.    Zj  All  from 
Sudan.    4/  Five-year  average;  imports  were  made  only  in  1950  and  1951* 
5/  Lebanon  -  494;  Syria  -  123;  Malaya  -  21.    6/  Lebanon  -  72;  Syria  -  18; 
Japan  -  10. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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COTTON  EXPORTS  FROM 
TURKEY  INCREASE 

Turkey  exported  182,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  during  the 
first  k  months  ( August -No vemb er )  of  the  current  season.    This  figure  is 
considerably  larger  than  the  12^,000  shipped  in  the  first  one-third  of 
1960-61,  and  the  1955-59  average  for  August-November  of  70,000  bales. 
Shipments  increased  to  most  purchasers  of  Turkish  cotton. 

Quantities  exported  to  principal  destinations  from  August  through 
November  I96I,  with  comparable  i960  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  Italy 
61,000  bales  (33,000) j  Belgium  1+5,000  (22,000;  West  Germany  39,000 
(31,000);  United  Kingdom  18,000  ( 12,000);  and  Switzerland  5,000  (l+,000). 
Shipments  to  Communist  countries  fell  to  only  3,000  bales  or  2  percent 
of  total  exports  in  August-November  1961,  from  15,000  bales  or  12  per- 
cent of  the  total  in  the  same  months  a  year  earlier. 

Exports  during  the  full  I96I-62  season  are  presently  expected  to  ex- 
ceed last  season's  total  of  286,000  bales.    This  may  be  attributed  to 
larger  supplies  available  for  export,  stemming  principally  from  an  in- 
crease in  the  size  of  the  crop. 

The  1961-62  cotton  crop  in  Turkey  is  currently  estimated  at  about 
875>000  bales,  compared  with  800,000  bales  last  season,  mainly  because 
of  larger  acreage  and  a  return  to  more  normal  yields  compared  with 
I96O-6I.  Acreage  this  season  was  placed  at  1,621,000  acres,  compared 
with  1,53*+ ,000  in  I96O-6I,  and  an  annual  average  of  1,551,000  acres  in 
the  past  5  seasons. 

Prices  of  Turkish  cotton  have  strengthened  about  a  cent  a  pound  in 
world  import  markets  since  the  beginning  of  the  current  season.  On 
February  15,  Standard  I,  SM  3l/32-inch  cotton  was  offered  at  28.86  U.S. 
cents  per  pounds,  c.i.f.  Liverpool,  while  Standard  I,  SM  I-I/32  inches 
cotton  was  31-32  cents.     Comparable  quotations  in  early  August  I96I 
were  27.71  and  30.33  cents,  respectively. 

Turkey  may  consume  slightly  more  cotton  this  season  than  the  500,000 
bales  used  in  I96O-6I.     Cotton  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  current  season 
could  be  moderately  larger  than  beginning  stocks  of  100,000  bales  on 
August  1,  I96I. 

EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CROP 
ESTIMATE  REDUCED 

According  to  the  third  official  estimate,  Egypt's  196I-62  cotton 

crop  is  now  expected  to  total  1,535,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross). 

This  figure  is  30  percent  under  last  season's  near-record  crop  of 
2,196,000  bales,  and  k  percent  below  the  second  estimate  of  1,591,000 
bales,  released  in  early  December  1961. 
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This  seascn's  smaller  crop  is  attributed  to  reduced  yields  brought 
about  chiefly  by  severe  leaf  worm  damage ,  and  untimely  flooding  in  some 
areas.    Acreage  devoted  to  cotton  in  I96I-62  rose  to  2,060,000  acres  from 
1,9^-, 000  in  "the  previous  season.     Production  estimates  of  extra-long 
and  medium-long  staple  cotton  were  again  lower.    The  latest  estimate  of 
outturn  this  season  of  long- staple  Ashmouni,  while  considerably  below 
I96O-6I,  was  higher  than  expectations  earlier  in  the  season. 


COTTON:    Egypt,  production  by  staple  length  and  variety, 
final  estimate  1960-61,  and  third  estimate  I96I-62 


Staple  length  and  \ 
principal  varieties  * 

1960-61 

:    1961-62  : 

Percentage 
change 

Extra  long  staple,  over  1-3/8" 
Karnak,  Menoufi,  and  Giza  h^.. 

Medium  long  staple,  over  1-l/V 
Giza  30,  31 }  and  47  

Long  staple,  over  l-l/8" 

1,000  1,000 
bales  l/         bales  l/  Percent 

\     \,Ck\               633  -39 

i          U87                  38O  -22 

627                  U87  -22 

':      2,155              1,500  -30 

Total  ......   

':          hi                 35  -15 

2,196             1,535  -30 

l/  Bales  of  500  pounds  gross 
Government  of  Egypt. 
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